STATINTL 
nee For Release A001/03/07 : CIA: -RDPS1 -009 


Fee TON ¢ GUN aie) & OURMTAL 
Seater S 4 
i 5 ee 4980. 


E BI probing 
ex-spy’s role 
in ieee’ force 


2. By JOE TRENTO 
ees Selb reponse 


“WASHINGTON 2 ~A former CIA dank 
.already wanted in a plot to murder a high 
“Libyan official,. tried to shake down the’ 
director of naval intelligence, the FBI has 
. léarned. «2. 

‘The same suspect, ‘who was the civilian| 
head of the highly secret intelligence Ta: ski 
: Force 157, is also Le with private Me- 

= gal arms deals.” | 

“Edmund P, Wilson, ‘who has been. wanted! 
on a federal. fugitive warrant since April,: 
_has become a pawn in the rivalry between’ 
“the two admirals who-run the US. intelli 
gencecommunity. - 

One of the two, Adm. Bobby Ray Inman, 
director of the National Security Agency 
{NSA), confirmed last week that he had 
asked for an aes prabe into Wilson’s ctivi- 
ties... cme: 

A spokesman ‘for the other, Adm. Stans-| 
field Turner, director of the Central intelli- 
gence Agency, said the CIA would have 110 


“Assistant U.S. Attorney. E.' 
Lawrence Barcella Jr., chief prose- 
cutor in the case against Wilson, 
confirmed that the investigation 
into Wilson was prompted by a com- 
plaint from the CIA that Wilson had 
been palming himself off as a CIA 
agent. The CIA told Barcella that 
Wilson no longer had anything to do 
with the agency. 

‘What the CIA apparently dia not: 
know is that Inman gave. extensive. 
testimony to FBI investigators 
about what he had learned “about. 
Wilson and Task Force 157.” “E 

Inman, in a rare telephone inter- 
view, told the Sunday News Journal 
that he closed down Task Force 157. 
-“E closed it down because it was out ; 
of contro} and because its continued. 
operation vas: A, drain on, Navy. 
resources . ot, ae 

I fired Wilson because i thought 
he wasa petty grafter, Ale we call 
| a5 percenter.” . oB 

‘The most serious sieeee ‘in the 
indictment against Wilson is his 
alleged involvementina conspiracy 

' to’murder an opponent of Libyan 
*; leader Moammar. Khadafy i in, Gen- | 
eva, Switzerland, in 1977." <..: 

‘The indictment, handed down in in 
Washington last April, also includes 
several counts of conspiracy. to ship 
rifles to Libya.Then,_as now, the | 
United States hada ban ¢ on on shipping. 


who had init!trateg the task force at} 
‘the “behest of the CIA -—- were. 
actually sending the information to. 
-the CIA 
In 1974 Kissinger told a Senate | 
committee that a Navy clerk. 
assigned to ‘his.office who had j 
access to “eyes-only” messages to 
President Nixon, .was . also. 
forwarding them to ‘Moorer: 
< By the time Inman shut down the: 
unit in late 1975, Task Force 157 had 
‘grown from a few intelli; zence oper- |; 
atives to 167 field agerts and 200 
headquarters officials, ° : 
Using a number of phoay business 
fronts, ‘the task force became a free 
agent, competing with ind under- 
mining other intelligence groups 
and dealing directly. wth foreign 
governments, some therm hostile ‘to 
the United States. j 
“It was involved ina wide range of} 
‘intelligence activities, many paral. 
lelling the activities of the CIA,! | 
including evaluating Soviet ballistic; 
-tissile ‘strength -and aati-subma-: 


ra sin = 


wéapons to Libya. # rine warfare. ene i) 
comment on themaiter.-. “oc o) > t Wilson, 56, whose arms 3 dealings| “Jnman to npe ELI 
-Turner, a classmate of ‘President! made chim | 2 “ multi-millionaire, } lions. of. doHars: being spent by the 
Jimmy Carter ‘at the Naval ‘Acad-' reinains at large. When ‘Wilson: 


task force could. not be accounted 
for: i 7kbes Ad , 
The bulk of the staff was pene 
from CJA contract spies, not on full- 
time duty with the agency, or from 
the military. Exactly how the task 
force was put together and how It 
grew isstill not clear. ; 
After Wilson was fired by Inman, 
he resumed his contract work for 
‘the CIA by organizing a group of 
Cuban refugees to conduct terrorist, 
activities in South Africa and Latin’ 
America. A number of the task, ° 
force employees had been CIA-: 
trained Cuban operatives - were- 
hired by Wilson, accordiag to FBI 


emy, has failed in his atternpt to: 
convince the president to put all: 
American intelligence activities. 
under the CIA’s control. ; =| 
Inman, a little-known intciligence| 
professional whois highly respected 
by Congress, earned Turner’s wrath 
be¢ause the.NSA has been given 
increasing contro} over the nation’s 
spy’‘‘satellite - program. Inman’s 
agency ‘is jresponsible: for the 
nic communi-: 

pete eigen message and Glanzer. Glanzer refused to com- 
crytopgraphy. 2 oe client... - Sate. 
The Sunday. ‘News Journal has’ eS ee 2 @ . ee : 
learned that in recent weeks Turner] From’ s sources tn ihe CIA, ap the 


arrest. 


- According to Barcella, Wilson i is 
believed to be “ moving between his ; 
offices in Switzerland and London. 
or at his home in Tripoli [in Libya]. | 
Most likely he is in Tripoli” - 


_ Barcella said he has talked with | 
Wilson’s’ __ attorhey, Seymour 


and his deputies in the CIA. have | 
briefed reporters frorft major- news.’ 
organizations - about: Wilson ~ and: 

Task Force 157, which grew from a ; 
small naval intelligence. operation | 

into a large-scale spy group. Those! 

familiar with the briefings say. the! 

CIA has ‘tried to Jay the blame f for, 

‘tHe task force’s Proper: ‘at 
Inrnan’s feet. Fy thee 


‘National Security Agency, the FBI 


and:in- the Congress, the Sunday 


-News Journal has put together an 
-account of Task Force 157, Wilson’s 
‘comections to the Os and Inman’ 's 


actions: 
“Task Force 157 was lorena in’ 


1968 by Admiral Thomas Moorer, 
‘when he was. chief of naval opera- 


tions, to give naval intelligence bet-: 


sources. 
Although W ideo worked with bine 
Task Force 157 project from 1971 to 


1975, he remained on the CIA pay-- 


roll and reported. to. Theodore 
Shackley, who had been farmer CIA 
director Richard Helms’; ight-hand 
man for clandestine operations. 
When Inman fired Wilson, Shack- 
ley called the admiral and urged 


ter communications and pupan “BO 901 RURGE paz BRT Ae Shackley, 
e any 
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NSA Director Lands, 


2 Intelligence Panels. 


Va ieeping Setreis ”! 


By George Lardner Jr. 


dat erie ait a 


Bi 


: (USN), said he had no qualms 


: tightly-i guarded ~details abou 


;_vHis views, expressed ‘at. a hearin 


p ; legislative charter for the U.S. 


be required ‘ 
he Ca 


3 


“Wis:) aid headre 
qedly and told Inman'that “i'm just’s 
a esday} morning’ ; 


that he would cut his budget’ 
Hection in half:if Corigress. 
ull :access*to “information.*: 
‘chilling effect” on ‘sources 


have 
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